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__________________________________________MEDIA RELEASE

Tuesday, August 5, 2008
Japanese students to teach Japanese ways to Gracehaven residents
A group of high-school students visiting WA from Ako, Japan, Rockingham’s sister city, will be touring the Gracehaven nursing home and hostel this Thursday from 1 pm. 
The students will be visiting as part of a program organised by Shoji Australia to improve their English language skills and learn about Australian culture

and will screen a presentation to residents on life in Japan as well as a craft lesson featuring origami.
Japanese culture places a high emphasis on respect for the elderly and the 15 students no doubt look forward to meeting and socialising with the residents of Gracehaven. Rockingham and Ako have been sister cities for over 11 years and both regularly participate in celebrations, visits and host activities.

Gracehaven hostel and nursing home has been operating since 1994, providing residents with a modern living environment and homely, community-minded atmosphere. The landscaped grounds and surrounding parklands should prove a pleasant experience for the visiting students.
Shoji Australia has been operating since 1985, coordinating intercultural exchange programs between Australia and Japan. This involves organising school exchange visits both to and from Perth, as well as providing Japanese communication services, and facilitating home and farm stay placements for extended study periods.

END

For further media enquiries or photo opportunities please contact:

Yvette Willison, PR and Fundraising Manager, Baptistcare.

9282 8664 or 0429 086 146
yvette.willison@baptistcare.com.au
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